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CHAP.XXVI. entrapped, took the earliest opportunity of flying, a
minute recital of the operations would bo destitutes
of interest.
A. D. isss. In January, Colonel Richards was enabled to
advance upon Rungpore, and on the 25th Inn
head-quarters were only eight miles distant from
it. On the 27th the garrison made an attack
upon the advanced post of the encampment.
On hearing the firing, Colonel Richards moved
forward, and found the enemy threatening to sur-
round a party defending the post under the com-
mand of Captain Macleod. To encourage the Bur-
mese to advance, Colonel Richards withdrew the
party from the post and suspended firing* This
had the desired effect; and as soon as the enomy
shewed a sufficient front, the British commander
ordered a charge: the Burmese, however, declined
waiting for it, and fled with great precipitation.
Having received some reinforcements, Colonel
Richards proceeded towards Rungpore. A Ntockude
which had been erected across the road wan carried
by escalade; a fortified bank on the right, and two
temples, one on the right and one on the loft, wore
also occupied. These successes had the effect of
bringing a flag of truce from the fort. Its hearer
was a Budhist priest, born in Ceylon, but many
years a resident in Bengal and the Eastern islands,
in the employment of various public servants. These
employments he had lately exchanged for the exer-
cise of his sacerdotal functions to the authorities in
Assam. The acquaintance with British habite and